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I’m Sabrina Brennan, I serve as a Harbor Commissioner in San Mateo County and I’m speaking 
today as a co-founder of the Committee for Equity in Women’s Surfing. 
 
I’d like to start by saying that we’re thrilled that surfing is California’s iconic state sport. 
 
I’m here regarding the Mavericks Surf Competition; Item C 36 was pulled from the agenda by 
the applicant.  
 
 
We would like to thank the State Lands Commission staff for giving consideration to our 
concerns about gender-based discrimination. We are especially appreciative of the lease terms 
included in the staff report. 
 
I would like to read those lease terms: 
 

Lessee shall ensure that winners in the Women’s Division and the Men’s Division of the 
Mavericks Challenge receive equal compensation for each category. As such, the first 
place winner, second place winner, and any other participant level that receives prize 
money in the Men’s Division shall be awarded identical sums of prize money, other 
prizes, goods, or other compensation as the first place winner, second place winner, 
and any other participant level that receives prize money in the Women’s Division. 
 
Lessor authorizes the use of state lands for the Mavericks Challenge as represented by 
Lessee. As such, Lessor authorizes this event with the understanding that the Challenge 
will include: (1) at least 10 female competitors in the Women’s Division; (2) multiple 
heats in the Women’s Division; (3) equal provision of any and all benefits, including 
logistical support, to competitors in both the Women’s Division and the Men’s Division; 
and (4) equal opportunities and access for members of the media, regardless of gender. 

 
  
It’s our understanding that the World Surf League claims they need to raise additional funds to 
provide equal prize money. We see this as a red flag and urge the State Lands Commission to 
consider requiring financial information in support of proof that the entity has the financial 
resources to put on the Mavericks event.  
 
 
We would also like to mention that we support public access at Hollister Ranch.  Thank you. 


